








Interview with Dr. Clarence C. Lushbaugh 
Date of Interview; October 5,1994; Oak Rktge, Tennessee 

Intenriewers: Roger Anders & Darrell Fisher, DOE Office of Human Radiation Experiments
Assisted by Ann Sipe

ORAL fflSTORY OF DR. CLARENCE C. LUSHBAUGH
Conducted on October 5,1994 in OakKt^e, Tennessee!  ̂Darrell Fisher, a health 
physidstfront P ac^  Northwest Laboratory and Roger Anders, chief historian of 
the Office of Human Rotation Erqreriments, V.S. Departinent of Energy (DOE).
Clarence C Lushbaugh was selected for the oral history project because of his 
research at Los Alamos, his position as pathologist for Los Alamos County, and 
his research at the Oak Ridge Institute for Nuclear Science The oral history 
covers Dr. Lushbaugh's pathological research, his research with human subjects 
while at Los Alamos, and his total bo^ irradiation research at the Oak Ridge 
Institute for Nuclear Science

Short Biography

Dr. Lushbaugh was received
his (Anatomy 1938), Ph.D. (Pathology 1942Xan^MJ). (Pathology Honors 
1948) from the University of Chicago. He has been married twice and has three 
children. Dr. Lushbau^ began his career as a pathology professor at the 
University of Chicago (1942-1949). From 1949 to 1963, Dr. Lushbaugh was a 
staff member in the Biomedical Research Group of the Health Division of Los 
Alamos National Laboratory and a pathologist at the Los Alamos Medical 
Center (LAMQ. In addition, from 1950 to 1958, he was the Assistant District 
Health Officer for Los Alamos County. In 1963, Dr. Lushbaugh became Qiief 
Scientist of the Medical and Health Sciences Division at Oak Ridge, where he led 
the Total Body Irradiation (TBI) Program, a position he held until 1975. From 
1975 to 1984, Dr. Lushbaugh became Chairman of tiie Medical and Health 
Sciences Division at Oak Ridge and the Chief of Radiation Medicine. During this 
same period. Dr. Lushbaugh has held the following positions:

• 1974 to 1977—^Director, Radiation Emergency Assistance Center/Training 
Site (REAC/TS) of the Medical and Health Sciences Division, Oak Ridge

• 1979 to 1982—Acting Director, Center for Epidemiologic Research, DOE 
Health and Mortality Studies at Oak Ridge

• 1980 to present—Adjunct Professor of Epidemiology at the School of Public 
Health, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

• 1981 to 1989—^Director, World Health Organization International 
Collaborating Center in Radiopathology and Radiation—^Accident 
Preparedness, World Health Organization.

Dr. Lushbaugh has published many times on total hody irradiation; the effect of 
nuclear accidents and proper procedure for nuclear accidents; the effects of the 
use of isotopes; and radiation treatment Additionally, he has focused on the 
subject of human radiobiology.

Upbringing, Family, University of Chicago

ANDERS: This is Roger Anders. I’m here with Darrell Fisher. We’re in Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, at the Oak Ridge Institute of Science and Education, in the 
Medical Department conforence room on the second floor. It’s Wednesday,
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OctobCT 5, [1994,] and we’re interviewing Dr. Clarence Lushbaugh. Mrs. 
Ann is here with us, assisting us with the interview. Having said that,
we’re reacfy to go.

FISHER: My name is Darrell Fisher. Dr. Lushbaugh, you participated in the golden
era o f radiation research, when radionuclides w ^  discovered and then 
tested for biological and medical properties. But even before that, you did 
your medical training, and gradual^ before the Manhattan Project. One of 
the things that we would like you to do is tell us about how you became 
interested in the field, not only o f radiation medicine, but pa&ology, and 
how your career developed after you graduated fixnn medical school. Go 
ahead and feel f i^  to talk.

LUSHBAUGH: Looking at n y  Cy jg g n g u lu m ^ ^ ] here, which Ann Sipe just gave to me,
1 note that 1 w a s ^ H l Q 0 B ^ H H |l t  fails to mention a fact, and it 
was a vety big factor in my life, which was that my father died in the flu 
epidemic o f World War 1 when I was age two and a half. He died in 
October of 1918.1, at fliatvoy early age, developed an interest in death, [a] 
fear o f death, and became interested in becoming an M.D. I was helped 
greatty by n ^  mother, who, as a widow, never remarried. She received the 
magnificent sum o f $300 fiom my father when he died. I had many 
expenses, o f course, involved in my medical education. When 1 finally 
graduated as an M.D. in 1948,1 received from my mother the same $300 
that she had saved aU those years.

To start out fi’om the beginning, I started in school there in Cincinnati, 
\̂ 4iich is across the river fixnn where I was bom in Covington [Kentudcy]. 
We had just come back fi'om living with my grandparents in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut I, living with my mother, became enroll^ in Hyde Park Grade 
School. I went through e i ^  years of grade school there. Then I w rat to 
Walnut Hills High SdKX)l[, v ^ c h  is also in Cincinnati]. At Walnut Hills 
High School, I graduated with honors and was also president of the senior 
class. That was in 1934.

Thai ftom Walnut Hills High Scfacxil, 1 went to the University of Cincinnati 
and there toch the premed [courses]. Much to my horror. Dr. Arthur C. 
B achm ^^, who was then h e ^  of the Cincinnati Grao-al Hospital, left and 
became the dean at die University of Chicago. So, of course, I followed him 
there. I got my bachelor’s in Anatomy in 1938. That was about three 
[years] at Univasity of Cinciimati and one year at Chicago. Then 1 became 
a fellow in pathology and sort o f diddled and daddled about getting my 
M.D. 1 finally got a Ph.D. in Experimental Padiology in 1942. This was the 
same year that I was married, for the first time, to Mary Helen Chisolm, 
who was a nurse there at the Univasity of Chicago.

I had three children ftom Mary Helen. One, a son, [bom in 1944], who is 
now a fiill professcr at the University of Mississippi and a professor in the 
Department of Preventive Medicine. A notha son, bom in 1949, who 
became a staff m em ba at X -10, at [Oak Ridge] National Laboratory. He 
then was transferred to Y-12 and then transferred to K-2S, w hae he is 
now a consultant It is ftom him 1 have nty three grandchildren: Jefi&ey, who 
is now age 16; Sarah, age 13; and Kimbaly, age 10— t̂wo girls.
































































































